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SUBJ: GUATEMALAN TERRORISTS CRITICIZE IDB, PROMISE RELEASE OF 
SALVADORAN AMBASSADOR 

REF: GUATEMALA 3374 

1. SUMMARY. GUATEMALAN LEFT-WING TERRORIST GROUP EGP ISSUED 
COMMUNIQUE CLAIMING CREDIT FOR KIDNAPPING OF SALVADORAN AMBASSADOR 
AND PROMISING HIS LIFE WILL BE SPARED IF COMMUNIQUE READ AT 

OPENING SESSION IDB MEETING MAY 30 AND TEXT DISTRIBUTED TO ALL 
DELEGATES. THIS HAS BEEN DONE. NO WORD YET ON WHEREABOUTS 
OR CONDITION OF AMBASSADOR CASANOVA. END SUMMARY. 

2. ABOUT MIDNIGHT MAY 29 LETTER ADDRESSED TO IDB PRESIDENT ANTONIO 
ORTIZ MENA WAS DELIVERED TO HOME OF RODOLFO MARTINEZ FERRATE, 
GUATEMALAN EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF IDB. MARTINEZ TOOK LETTER TO ORTIZ 
WHO AUTHORIZED ITS DISTRIBUTION TO THE PRESS AND ITS READING AT 
INAUGURAL SESSION OF IDB CONFERENCE MORNING MAY 30. 
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3. COVERING LETTER TO ORTIZ SAYS "THIS AFTERNOON GUERRILLA 
UNITS OF THE GUERRILLA ARMY OF THE POOR (EGP) CAPTURED THE 
AMBASSADOR OF EL SALVADOR, COL. EDUARDO CASANOVA, A KNOWN CRIMINAL 
WHO DURING THE TIME HE WAS CHIEF OF THE NATIONAL GUARD OF THAT 
COUNTRY MURDERED AND CAUSED TO DISAPPEAR HUNDREDS OF SALVADORAN 
REVOLUNTARIES AND PATRIOTS, AND WHO NOW IS THE LIASION BETWEEN THE 
REACTIONARY AND REPRESSIVE GOVERNMENTS OF (SALVADORAN PRESIDENT) 
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MOLINA AND (GUATEMALAN PRESIDENT) LAUGERUD. THE EGP HOLDS YOU 
(ORTIZ MENA) RESPONSIBLE EOR THE EATE OE THIS CRIMINAL. TO 
SAVE HIS LIEE, YOU MUST COMPLY IMMEDIATELY WITH THE EOLLOWING 
CONDITION: TO HAVE READ, AT A PLENARY SESSION 
OE THE XVIII ASSEMBLY OE THE IDB, THE COMMUNIQUE THAT WE 
ENCLOSE, AND TO ORDER THAT IT BE REPRODUCED AND DISTRIBUTED TO 
ALL THE DELEGATES, OBSERVERS, AND GUESTS OF THAT MEETING, AS 
WELL AS TO THE PRESS. IF YOU COMPLY WITH THIS SINGLE CONDITION, 

WE OEEER IN ADDITION THAT AS EAR AS WE ARE CONCERNED THE PARTICI- 
PANTS IN THE ASSEMBLY WILL HAVE THEIR SECURITY GUARANTEED." 

4. FIVE-PAGE SINGLE-SPACED COMMUNIQUE ENCLOSED WITH THE LETTER 
IS ON USUAL EGP LETTERHEAD WITH DRAWING OE CHE GUEVARA. IT MAKES 
NO REEERENCE TO AMBASSADOR CASANOVA OR HIS KIDNAPPING, LEADING 

TO SPECULATION THAT IT WAS DRAFTED IN ADVANCE OE THE CONFERENCE AND 
OE THE KIDNAPPING, COULD HAVE BEEN ISSUED - ALTHOUGH CERTAINLY 
WITH LESS EEEECT - REGARDLESS OE WHETHER A SUCCESSEUL TERRORIST 
ACT WAS CARRIED OUT OR NOT. COMMUNIQUE SAYS IDB MEETING IN 
GUATEMALA EOR TWO REASONS: TO PREVENT THE WORLD PRESS EROM BEING 
ABLE TO REPORT EIRST-HAND "THE MASSIVE CRIMES" OE 
MOLINA AND PRESIDENT-ELECT ROMERO (COMMITTED "WITH THE ADVICE OF 
OFFICERS SENT BY LAUGERUD"), AND TO LEND SUPPORT TO THE GOVERN- 
MENT OE LAUGERUD, WHICH IS CONFRONTED WITH A "GENERALIZED POPULAR 
OPPOSITION." THE "GOVERNORS, BANKERS, OEEICIALS, AND EMPLOYEES 
OE IMPERIALISTIC FIRMS OF THE VARIOUS COUNTRIES THAT PARTICIPATE 
IN THIS MEETING ARE MISTAKEN IE THEY BELIEVE THAT THEY CAN STILL 
DECEIVE THE GUATEMALAN PEOPLE... .WITH THEIR EINANCIAL POLICY AT 
THE SERVICE OE THE DOMINANT CLASSES OE THE US, OF THE GREAT 
MONOPOLIES, AND OE THE GREAT OLIGARCHUES OE LATIN AMERICA.... 
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EGP EXPRESSES IT SOLIDARITY WITH THE SALVADORAN PEOPLE AND WITH 
PEOPLES OE LATIN AMERICA IN THEIR REJECTION OE THE ASSEMBLY.... 

(AND) ITS SOLIDARITY WITH THE STRUGGLE OE THE 
POPULAR EORCES OF LIBERATION (EPL), EARABUNDO MARTIN 
IN OUR SISTER COUNTRY." 

5. AFTER PASSING ATTACKES ON GOG AND GOES, COMMUNIQUE CONCENTRATES 
ITS VERBIAGE ON THE IDB. IT CONCLUDES, "AND WE WARN THAT IT WOULD 

BE A TRAGIC MISTAKE TO CONSIDER THAT THE EXPANSION OF THE IDB 
IS IDENTIEIED WITH DEVELOPMENT, PROGRESS, AND THE INDEPENDENCE OF 
THE LATIN AMERICAN COUNTRIES. ON THE CONTRARY, WE, THE EGP, CON- 
SIDER THAT IT SIGNIFIES, IN THE LONG OR SHORT RUN, THE POLARIZ- 
ATION OP THE STRUGGLE BETWEEN EXPLOITED AND EXPLOITERS, BETWEEN 
THE DOMINANT AND THEIR DEPENDENTS, BETWEEN RICH AND POR." 

6. COMMENT: WHETHER PLANNED LONG AHEAD OR AT LAST MINUTE, THE 
REQUIREMENT THAT THEIR COMMUNIQUE BE READ DURING IDB PLENARY AS A 
CONDITION OF CASANOVA'S RELEASE WAS A MASTER-STROKE OP PUBLICITY- 
SEEKING EGP. WIDESPREAD VIEW HERE IS THAT EGP WILL HONOR ITS PLEDGE 
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TO SAVE CASANOV'S LIFE, BUT WE NOTE THAT LETTER DOES NOT PROMIST 
HIS IMMEDIATE RELEASE NOR DOES IT GUARANTEE THAT OTHER CONDITIONS 
(SUCH AS RANSOM) MAY NOT BE ATTACHED LATER. AS OF 1630 HOURS 
GUATEMALA TIME, THERE HAS BEEN NO FURTHER WORD ON AMBASSADOR'S 
WHEREABOUTS OR CONDITION. 

BOSTER 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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